Riga, March 25, 2008
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The first Baltic Open regatta
The first Baltic Open Regatta will take place in June this summer in Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia. Yachtsmen from all three Baltic countries, as well as from other countries will participate in this sports event.
Yearly  regattas are organized in each of the Baltic countries, where participants are both local and from neighboring countries This year all three of the Baltic countries have joined forces to make one separate regatta crossing all three boarder countries -   Sony Baltic Open Regatta 08 ’   This regatta will give the Lithuanian, Latvian, Estonian yachtsmen the possibility to not only race together, but also to present each countries sailing traditions, high sailing skills and will for the first time join up in the new route Klaipeda – Palanga – Pavilosta – Ventspils – Ruhnu – Romasaare (Saaremaa island).

On June 7th the regatta will start in Klaipeda, Lithuania and finish on June 14th in Roomasaare on the Estonian island Saaremaa with a grand finale event. During the race in Ventspils, Latvia the first Baltic Journalist regatta will take place, also in all other stop-over ports different cultural events and competition will take place witch will make each stop-over a special city celebration. 
Everyone will have the possibility to follow the regatta on-line thanks to the unique GPS – tracking system that will determine each yachts position in the Sea during the race and featured on the regattas website.
We kindly invite you to the Sony Baltic Open Regatta 08’ opening event on March 27th at 12.00 in the International Exhibition Centre in Ķipsala on Ķipsalas street 8 in Riga. 
At the opening event information about the regatta and the other events will be presented as well as the official registration of participants will be opened. The organizers will also present the new GPS tracking system; announce the Baltic Journalist Regatta and its notice of race. The opening event will take place during the 12th Baltic regional boat and yacht exhibition “Baltic Boat Show 2008”. This is the largest sail and motor yacht exhibition in the Baltic countries.

The exhibition will be a treat for those who like water sports recreation with all kind of water transport - starting from rowing boats, water jets to exclusive yachts and motorboats. The worlds leading motor and sailing yacht brands will participate and present their latest production such as Azimut, Grand Soleil and Dehler yachts.
Estonian, Latvian and Lithuanian representatives as well as the Micro class European Champion and DN Ice Sailing Champion Matiss Alvikis will participate at the opening event.
The Sony Baltic Open Regatta 08’ is an open Baltic regatta. The regattas goal is to develop a healthy Pan-Baltic sailing community and encourage the cooperation and development of the ports in the Baltic states.

Sony Baltic Open Regatta 08’ is organized by the Latvian Laser class association in cooperation with Lithuanian and Estonian Yachtsmen, as well as the regattas main sponsor Sony. 
Sony is a leader that invests in technology development. Sony protects the environment and reduces waste and is constantly looking over their production process and ways of conducting business in order to ensure that their products are produced accordingly to the requirements of environmental protection. Sony produces audio, video, communications and information technologies for global users and professional markets. The music, image, games and on-line business make Sony one of the world leading consumer brands.
Additional information: Laine Zemīte Sony Baltic Open Regatta 08’ organizer. Phone: +371 29164067, email: laine.sailing@gmail.com and Santa Pūce, phone: + 371 7820018, + 371 26353271, email: santa@comexpert.lv 
To register for the opening event and the exhibition please fill in the form at the BT1 web page (http://www.bt1.lv/?link=00800001) and add your photo (3x4cm). Two representatives from each media can be accredited. 
Please confirm your participation by phone: +371 7820018
